






should be and our mission statement should bring other people 
into our group that agree with that goal,” the Texan said.

Gentry closed out the meeting by saying his personal goal 
was to produce “the most tender-eating meat per acre off of 
my own environment, not per individual cow, but for every 

pound of grass they eat. Until 
I go to my grave, I will still 
be on my soapbox preaching 
little cows,” he said.

 Gentry was elected 
president of the new asso-
ciation, Missouri breeder 
and high stock density graz-
ing lecturer Greg Judy was 
chosen as vice-president and 
Gentry appointed Missouri 
breeder Jerry Voss and Tonya 
McGrady of Texas as secre-
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breed in 1989 and combined the best genetic traits he could find 
in the Trask Hereford herd, the Angus, Senepol and Barzona 
breeds to form his South Poll breed.

tary and treasurer respectively.
Executive board members, in addition to officers of the 

organization, are McGrady, Ken-

Gentry reading a letter from a South Poll 
breeder that could not attend the May 15 
meeting.  

Gentry says the Hereford breed pro-
vided the great capacity and heart girth 
for the cows and the extreme gentleness 
for the South Poll breed. He credits the 
Barzona influence for giving the breed 
its adaptability and hardiness. “They’ll 
eat plants that other cows won’t eat and 
the Senepols are about the same,” he 
said.

Gentry suggested that each breeder 
in the new association use integrity in 
what he passes on to other breeders. “If 
you ever have to pull a calf, we don’t 
want that cow in our program. If a cow 
has a prolapse or an udder problem, we 
don’t want them. We need to cull them 
out. These are the type things we need 
in our bylaws,” he said.

“If we gave each cow a star for every 
year they calved unassisted that 
would be a real asset to breed-
ers when looking at a cow’s 
pedigree, instead of looking at 
EPDs. We are all about good 
reproductive traits and that’s 
what the star system would 
show. If you have a 15-star cow 
for the allotted 17 years of her 
life, we’d all know that was a 
good cow,” Gentry said.

South Poll breeder Tom 
McGrady of Texas echoed 
Gentry’s sentiments in referring 
to a “code of ethics” among the 
association’s forming breed-
ers. “There should be general 

tucky veterinarian Steve Hampton, 
John Eldridge of Georgia, Ralph 
Voss of Missouri, J. A. Girgenti of 
Louisiana, Cliff White of Florida, 
Todd Thompson of Illinois and John 
Lyons of Alabama.

Bruce Shanks of Missouri and 
Lyons were appointed to start and 
maintain a Junior Membership pro-
gram in the association.

The breeders were treated to a 
dinner Friday night at Gentry’s ranch 
and then attended breakfast the next 
morning prior to the business meeting 
held in the Burt’s Beef barn, which 
was named for Gentry’s grandfather 
and is also the name of his grass-fed 
beef business. The group was also 
treated to a luncheon of South Poll 

steak prepared by Chef Clayton 
Sherrod of Birimingham. Many of 
the recipes for the food Chef Clay-
ton prepared are in another story 
in this newsletter.

The second formation meet-
ing of the association was held in 
Linn, Mo. at the home and farm of 
Ralph and Jerry Voss on July 11 
and 12 where specifics of bylaws 
and guidelines for the association 
were discussed.

For more information about the 
South Poll breed or membership 
in the association contact Lisa Jef-
frey at 256-845-6851

guidelines on how we should 
raise cattle. It’s about building 
an image of what a perfect cow 

Tom McGrady (back to the camera), Ralph Voss, 
Greg Judy and Teddy Gentry chat Friday evening 
prior to the dinner. 

Teddy Gentry having lunch Saturday with his four 
grandchildren Anthony, Emma, Jessie and Lexi.Breeders enjoy Chef Clay-

ton’s gourmet lunch. 
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