
Roadmap To A Registered Herd
A Dive Into Breeding Up With South Poll Genetics.

For a lot of commercial operations, switching to South Poll cattle sounds like an all-or-nothing 

proposition: sell out, take the check, and buy back in at registered prices. It doesn’t have to work that 

way.  Breeding Up is simply the process of taking the cows you already own and steadily moving them 

toward registered South Poll genetics, one calf crop at a time.

But How Do We Get There?

You start with your commercial base, breed to a registered 

Fullblood or Purebred South Poll bull, keep the best of what 

those matings give you, and do it again.  Each generation 

carries a little more South Poll in it until you’re running a 

herd that qualifies as Purebred for the registry, without ever 

having to liquidate the cattle that are already paying your 

bills.

The reason it’s worth doing comes down to what these cattle are built for. South Polls were developed 

with the grass-based producer in mind; moderate-framed, heat-tolerant, fertile cows that hold their 

condition and breed back efficiently.  Cross a quality South Poll bull onto your commercial cows and 

you’ll see it in the very first calf crop: calmer cattle, improved heat tolerance, and replacements that 

do more on less grass.  You’re not waiting a decade for a payoff, the improvements show up right away.

If there’s one decision that makes or breaks this 

plan, it’s the bull.  A bull will have the largest 

impact on your herd, which makes him the fastest 

way to change your genetics.  A good bull can 

reshape your herd now and for the future.  So as a 

goal you should buy the best registered South 

Poll bull you can afford, with a lineage or track 

record that will give you confidence in his 

abilities.  



From there, the work turns to disciplined 

selection.  Breed your whole herd to that bull, 

register every eligible, quality calf, and then be 

honest with yourself about what you keep.  Hold 

back your best heifers and cull hard for the traits 

that pay on grass:

Fertility, udder quality, disposition, and forage 

efficiency.  After two or three years, bring in a 

second, unrelated registered bull to keep your 

genetics fresh as your own daughters start 

entering the herd.

Played out over time, the path is pretty predictable.  In Year 1 you buy your quality bull and breed the 

entire herd to that South Poll bull.  By Year 3 you’re keeping only your best F1 daughters and adding 

that second bull.  Around Years 4 and 5, a large share of your replacements are South Poll-influenced 

and you likely have a nucleus of registered cattle.  By Years 8 to 10, nearly every cow in the pasture 

carries heavy South Poll genetic influence and you also likely have a purebred registered herd 

established, one that grew out of your commercial cows rather than replacing them.

Generation Breeding Calf South Poll % Registration Status

Foundation Cow Commercial cow 0% Registered 

Commercial

F1 FB/PB SP Bull × 0% 

Cow

50% (1/2) Percentage South 

Poll

F2 FB/PB SP Bull × 50% 

Female

75% (3/4) Percentage South 

Poll

F3 FB/PB SP Bull × 75% 

Female

87.5% (7/8) Purebred Female

F4 FB/PB SP Bull × 87.5% 

Female

93.75% (15/16) Purebred Bull or 
Female

A good commercial herd isn’t an obstacle to a registered South Poll operation, it can be the vehicle 

that gets you there.  Done right, breeding up builds a commercially productive herd first and a 

marketable registered program second, so you’re selling profitable calves the whole way through 

instead of waiting on the genetics to catch up.  Start with the right bull, keep your best, cull without 

apology, and let time and good selection do the rest.



If you’re thinking about where to begin, talk with experienced South Poll breeders or reach out to the 

SPGCA.  There are plenty of folks who’ve already walked this road and are glad to help you start down 

it.


